
8 

CONTACT THE EDITOR 

Fr. Jonathan Hemmings, 67 Sibsey St., Fairfield, Lancaster  LA1 5DQ                                             

Tel:  01524 840759  Mobile:  07951 722877 Email:  frjah@yahoo.co.uk 

Publication: September, December, March, June.  Contributions by 15th of the previous month. 

Announcements 

DEANERY CONFERENCE 2011 

“ THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH” 

Wednesday 22nd June (3.00 pm) to Friday 24th June (2.00 pm) 2011                                                        

The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire                                                                                      

with His Eminence Metropolitan John  

The conference will explore the Person and work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the 

Church, particularly as regards the pursuit of holiness and the empowerment and guidance of 

the People of God in their Christian lives and service.  

Booking is required for attendance! As places are filling up, if you are interested to attend you 

need to book as soon as possible, by using the form at :  

http://www.antiochian-orthodox.co.uk/swanwick2011.pdf   

For more information about the conference, please contact Fr. Gregory Hallam :                                        

Tel. : 0161 476 4847   Mob.: 07780 970884   Email: orthodox@clara.net 

The Friends of Mount Athos announce the following Conference :  

"THE EARTHLY HEAVEN" :                                                                                                                                     

THE MOTHER OF GOD AND THE HOLY MOUNTAIN                                                                 

25– 27 February 2011 at Madingley Hall, Cambridge 

Between dinner on Friday 25 February and lunch on Sunday 27 February there will be a series of 

talks devoted to the mother of God and Mount Athos. All the speakers have an intimate knowl-

edge of their subject and are keen to make it accessible to a broadly based audience. The speakers 

will include: Metropolitan Kallistos of Diokleia; Metropolitan Nikolaos of Mesogaia; 

Aidan Hart; Richard Temple; Dimitri Conomos; and Dimitrios Skrekas. There will be a 

framework of Orthodox church services which the non-Orthodox will be welcome to attend. 

● Total cost (including registration, accommodation, all meals): £240.00 (€300 / $360) 

● Full-time students (including registration, accommodation, all meals): £120.00 (€150 / $180) 

● Non-residents (including lunch and dinner but not accommodation): £110.00 (€140 / $165) 

Since the number of places is strictly limited, members are advised to make a reservation as soon 

as possible by visiting : http://www.athosfriends.org/events/madingley2011.html 

The conference is also open to non-members. 
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THE INCARNATION 

Pastoral Message on the occasion of the Feasts of Christmas, New Year and Holy Epiphany 

To the people, beloved of the Lord, of our Antiochian 

Archdiocese in Europe. 

Greetings in the Lord, and blessing upon blessing.  

Since we are at the threshold of the Divine Incarnation, with the 

incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, we remember the words of 

hymn: “What shall we present unto Thee, O Christ, in 

thanks for Thy coming to earth as a man for our sake? 

Each of the creatures that you made brings Thee a 

thank-offering: the angels, praise; the heavens, a star; 

the Wise Men, gifts; the shepherds, adoration; the 

earth, the cave; the desert, the manger. But we offer the 

Virgin Mother. O Eternal God, have mercy upon 

us." (from the service of Christmas Great Vespers) 

We witness a new and wonderful sacrament – behold, the angels 

are singing, and the archangels are giving praise in harmony and 

order. All are united to honour that glorious feast, seeing God on 

earth and man in heaven. God, Who is above, descends and lives 

on earth for our salvation, and man, who is below, is raised on 

high by the divine mercies. 

Behold how Bethlehem resembles heaven, as the angels‘ voices 

of praise are heard there because ―The Word has become flesh 

and dwelt among us‖. The kings come to see the Heavenly King, 

the soldiers come to serve the Commander of the heavenly hosts. 

The women come, to glorify Him who is born of a woman, and 

the children come to worship Him, Who has become a little 

child. The shepherds come to the Good Shepherd, Who will 

His Eminence,      

Metropolitan John  
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sacrifice Himself in His work, the priests come to the High Priest, and the sinners come to behold 

―The Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world‖. 

Today all are joyful, and I wish to be joyful with them also, together with those who celebrate His 

Nativity. 

But I do not want my sharing in the joy to be by playing a guitar or the oboe, nor by carrying 

torches, but rather by carrying a child‘s cradle in my hands. This is my hope, this is my life. This 

is my salvation, this is my oboe and my guitar. I come so that I can carry it, and I gain the power 

of speech with His strength, singing together with the angels, saying: ―Praise be to God in the 

highest, peace on earth, and joy to all mankind‖. 

Why am I saying this, and why am I describing this Nativity to you? The Ancient of Days became 

a child, and He who sits upon the heavenly throne now lies in a manger. The Intangible and 

Incorporeal has come amongst men. He has taken on the flesh so that we can know His Word. 

He had taken on my flesh, giving me His Spirit to sanctify and redeem me. 

Come, let us contemplate the feast. Come, let us glorify this exalted feast. Today paradise is 

opened up and sins are forgiven, and talk of love spreads throughout the whole world. The angels 

join with mankind without fear, and mankind speaks with the angels, all this because God 

descends to earth and man ascends to heaven. He has come to earth notwithstanding that He 

still occupies heaven, and He also ascends to heaven without diminution, remaining present on 

earth. 

Today the Lord is born, Who is the life and salvation of all mankind. Today, divinity and 

humanity, God and man, have been reconciled. Today, man‘s path towards God has been opened, 

and the path of God towards the human soul has been opened. Human nature, which had died 

completely when distant from God, no longer bearing fruit, has today received the heavenly 

sowing that will bring forth the fruits of the Spirit. 

The Wise Men gave the newborn Child gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh (Matthew 2.11), and  

these gifts have a symbolic meaning in the story of the Holy Nativity. Gold symbolises Christ the 

King, frankincense symbolises Him as a priest, while the myrrh symbolises His agony.  

This gold, frankincense and myrrh, what would they mean to us today if we wanted to present 

them to the newborn Christ? 

Gold is a precious thing, and symbolises the purity of the human soul, and this means that I truly 

give the most precious thing that I have to the Lord, which is my pure heart. Frankincense is an 

incense which symbolises priesthood and worship, and this reminds me that my prayers rise 

before Him like incense in its perfume and warmth. As for myrrh, which is a perfume and 

represents pain, it reminds me that I am a witness to the Lord and recognise Him in my life, and 

this means that, with the newborn child, I am bound to the crucified Lord, whose face is raised 

towards the cross. This is what the gifts of the Wise Men represent: His suffering, dominion over 
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From the Editor : “Power or Influence ?” 

If you had the choice, would you choose power or influence? This was a question that I 

heard put to some panelists on Radio 4 some years ago. It struck me then as now that 

this question searches the purity of our heart.  It was perhaps not surprising that the 

politicians opted for power, ―with power you can get things done” they argued. How-

ever, we should not equate power with authority. Our Lord rejected the temptations of 

earthly power and kingship; before Pilate he confessed: My kingdom is not of this 

world. Those that received Christ recognised this distinction : 

Matthew 7:28-29 : “When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were 

amazed at his teaching,   because he taught as one who had authority, and not as 

their teachers of the law.” 

The Greek word for authority is exousia which means from or out of the essence (of 

God). Indeed, Our Lord testifies to this when in the farewell discourses he prays: 

John 17:2 : "Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify 

you. For you granted him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to 

all those you have given him.” 

We see from the time of Constantine onwards how the nascent Church once persecuted 

had to balance the Christian teaching of love for enemies with the exercise of power 

and military might of the Roman Empire. The combination of political power and reli-

gious zeal can produce a dangerous chemical reaction. Faith does not need nor should 

it seek power for is has authority. Throughout the Bible God‘s authority supports the 

powerless, the weak, the widows and orphans, provides for the stranger and frees the 

oppressed and slaves. In the fullness of kairos the Father sent his Son, the Prince of 

Peace, into the world; those who belong to Him today have felt his influence and au-

thority in their lives. Only when we let go of power can we transform human situations 

through acts of that same self emptying love of God that we see in the Incarnate Word. 

Philippians 2:6-8 : “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with 

God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a 

servant, being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he 

humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!”     

Fr. Jonathan Hemmings 
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Father Dennis “ Memory Eternal!” 

Some Reflections. 

Now that the shock of the sudden death of Fr. Dennis is beginning to ameliorate, his contribution 

to our parish life and that of the wider Church is becoming clearer. On a personal note I have to 

say that he was a great pillar of support and a sounding board that will be sorely missed. 

It was always difficult to suppress a smile or the danger of a fit of the giggles when the Gospel 

was read recounting the meeting of Christ and Zacchaeus ―...for he was short of stature‖. Fr. Den-

nis was also ―short if stature‖ in physical terms and it often led to good natured banter. However 

as a human being, a devout Christian and priest he was of the highest stature and his passing is a 

challenge for all of us to keep the faith we hold. 

                                                                                    Fr. George Evans 

In the memory of Fr. Dennis Moffatt 

Letter from Metropolitan John to the Parish of  
St. Columba and St. Kentigern, Doncaster 

 
“But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God:  

I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever”. (Ps 52:8) 
 

Dear Rev. Father Gregory Hallam, Dean 
Dear fathers in the Antiochian Orthodox Deanery of the United Kingdom and Ireland 
Our beloved faithful people in the Deanery 
Our beloved and blessed spiritual sons and daughters in St. Columba‘s and St. Kentigern‘s 
Church in Doncaster 
 
With great grief and Sorrow I received the sad news about passing away to the Lord of our be-
loved father Fr. Dennis Moffatt. 
 
No words can express the feelings of sadness and emptiness that he left inside the heart of each 
one of us. Our only consolation is that we know that after he had served in the earthly altar, from 
now on he will serve in the heavenly alter with all the holy fathers and with the angels, serving 
the divine glory and shouting: “Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is 
full of his glory”. 
 
He has been moved now to the land of livings, the place of light, of green pasture, of repose, 
where the righteous rest and where there is no grief, sorrow or mourning. Surely he shall not be 
moved for ever: the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance. (Ps 112:6) 
 
May our good God reward him in the world to come with the everlasting life and may his Mem-
ory be Eternal 

 
Christ is Risen. He is Risen indeed 

Glory be to God for all things. Amen. 
 

† Metropolitan John 
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The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in 

the region and shadow of death Light has dawned.”  (Matthew 4:16)           

A consideration of the properties of natural light may help us especially on dark winter nights 

appreciate why the Uncreated, who is God, chose to reveal Himself in a way analogous to the 

properties of created light. However, this is only an approximation of thought, for the Uncreated 

Light of the Trinity is entirely different to that of any created light, although, after St. Gregory 

Palamas, we insist on the visibility of both. 

Created light has a speed that is constant in a vacuum and one that none may exceed. This of 

course is Einstein‘s law and it has been proved exhaustively countless times to this very day. In 

like manner God may not in any way be exceeded. His Light, being Himself in his energies, is far 

more glorious and excellent than any created light. 

Created light comes in little packets of energy or quanta. These have the extraordinary property 

of being both waves, that is electromagnetic radiation, and particles or photons. Moreover, being 

pure energy these quantum packets are without mass. Now we know that God is both One and 

Trinity. The Fathers sometimes described God analogously in terms of the sun together with its 

heat and light. Science tells us that in the physical world things can be more than one thing at 

once… so why do Unitarians have so many problems with the Trinity and other heresies with the 

person of Christ? Be that as it may, even the mass-less quality of the photon may instruct us.  

God is without heaviness, simple in Himself and all pervading… just like light. So, the Uncreated 

has certain affinities in its energies with the created, in this case with the glorious light! 

If that were the whole story of God as Light we might marvel but there would be no implication 

for our own lives. Our faith takes us much further and deeper than this. When we read in the fa- 

From the Dean : “To Be Enlightened” 

the entire world, and He who, like a priest, gave Himself as a sacrifice on the Cross for the 

salvation of all mankind.  

So let us all make our way together with the Wise Men to the cave of the Nativity 

filled with light and joy, and sit with them with the Child born for our sake, and let 

us reap the life to come with the blessings and love of our Lord Jesus Christ 

towards mankind, for His is the power and the glory, for now and forever. Amen. 

A Happy Christmas, a blessed New Year and a sanctified Holy Epiphany. 

May you be well all the year.  

† John, Archdiocese of Europe  

December 2010 
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Celebrating the Incarnation 

Soon we will gather to celebrate Christmas. Intriguingly, the ori-

gin of the word ―Christmas‖ is from the Anglo-Saxon, 

―Chrittesmæsse‖, meaning ―Christ‘s Mass‖. Yet what we are cele-

brating is not so much a church service, but the reality that God 

became human in the person of Jesus Christ. 

It would be good if we could prepare for Christmas, just as Holy 

Mary prepared for the Incarnation—by being open to whatever 

purposes God had for her, even when she did not understand 

those purposes. We too can say within ourselves, precisely what 

Holy Mary said to the Archangel Gabriel: ―Be it done to me according to your word‖ (Luke 1:38). 

 This is not easy to do. Certainly, Zacharias, the father of St John the Baptist, responded quite 

differently than Holy Mary. He too heard a message of the joy to come through an unexpected 

birth and responded to the Archangel Gabriel: ―How will I know this for certain?‖ (Luke 1.18). 

Both Holy Mary and Zacharias received the birth of the child that had been promised by the 

Archangel, but Zacharias was rendered mute (Luke 1:20) while Holy Mary experienced much joy 

in anticipation of becoming the Mother of God (Luke 1:46ff.). 

We too face a similar choice: we can either rejoice in whatever unknown blessings God has for us 

or we can question God‘s purposes and demand certainty that our future will be blessed. It is best 

to rejoice rather than to question, even when we do not fully understand the blessings God is 

about to bring us. 

Subdeacon Emmanuel Kahn   

mous story of Nicholas Motovilov and St. Seraphim of Sarov 

that both shone in the Holy Spirit like the sun against the 

snows falling round about them, then we know that this same 

Gift can be ours also if we hunger and thirst for God. Again, in 

the famous encounter between the two desert fathers, Abba 

Joseph and Abba Lot, when we read that all believers can be-

come ―all flame‖ in God, should they so wish, it becomes clear 

that we are called to shine with the Light of Christ, a lamp that 

must be placed on a stand and not be hidden. Trembling then 

with St. Symeon the New Theologian let us become ‗light in the 

Light‘ and let all the darkness be scattered in us and before us!  

                                                                         Fr. Gregory Halam  

 ―Why should we chase 

the darkness? We 

should just switch on 

the light  and the 

darkness will leave on 

its own. We will allow 

Christ to dwell 

throughout our soul 

and the  demons will 

flee. ― 

Elder Porphyrios 
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"For He was made man that we might be made God (divine)" 

St. Athanasius of Alexandria (On the Incarnation, 54) 

             Micah 5: 

                                   2 “ But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,  
                                        Though you are little among the thousands of Judah,  
                                        Yet out of you shall come forth to Me  
                                        The One to be Ruler in Israel,  
                                        Whose goings forth are from of old,  
                                        From everlasting.” 

 

Where is the Christ who comes to save? 

Has heavens‘ home become a cave? 

Was God made human flesh from Word? 

Were angel voices over heard? 

At Bethlehem 

 

Was the Christ found in a manger? 

Did He Behold the world as stranger? 

Does the Light from Light still out shine 

The darkness of our life and line? 

In Bethlehem 

 

Is Wisdom‘s power for fools below? 

Did He ―Who is‖ cause us to know? 

The love of God in Mary‘s Son, 

Immanent yet Transcendent One 

Of Bethlehem 

 

―I am the Life‖ Our Saviour said 

Where is the house of Living bread? 

Where does this birth of new life start? 

The chamber of a loving heart 

Is Bethlehem 

Fr. Jonathan Hemmings 

Where is Bethlehem? 


