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From the Editor:  The Evangelism of Place 

In German there is a word “Ortsgebundenheit” which when literally translated means 

“place-bound-ness.” It may be imbued with a negative parochial value but it has a far 

wider positive application. The importance of special places to our faith, monasteries, 

and holy places of pilgrimage are witnesses in themselves to the fact that God moves 

in time and space. The feeling of the thin veil between heaven and earth is at the same 

time a mystery and a reality, hallowed as these places are by the divine energia. We 

visit places associated with our Saviour and His saints to strengthen our faith, to re-

new our spirit, to seek healing and make real that communion between heaven and 

earth.  

Throughout salvation history God has made Himself known through people and 

places to establish and re-establish His Covenant with them. In these axial places we 

too experience kairos meeting chronos. Just as God chooses people to speak the life- 

bestowing Word of Life, He chooses the place and the time. The call however is not 

reserved to this place. Just as monasteries are power houses of prayer for the world, 

so sacred places provide the reservoir of holiness from which flows the life-giving 

water of Christ. 

John 4: 

20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is 

the place where one ought to worship. 

21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither 

on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father… 23 But the hour is coming, 

and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; 

for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who wor-

ship Him must worship in spirit and truth. 

There is a complementary and necessary synergy between the kinetic spirit of mission 

under the inspiration and guidance of the Holy Spirit and the theophanic truth and 

revelation of Christ’s holiness in place for the transfiguring of creation and for our 

own spiritual growth. 

Fr. Jonathan 
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In the first case I refer of course to “evangelism.”  This 

has become a very difficult word to use in polite Chris-

tian circles today.  We Orthodox, sadly, may have very 

confused notions about “evangelism” regarding it as 

synonymous with that other great unmentionable, 

“proselytism.”  When words have become debased in 

common usage, it is often helpful to turn to the diction-

ary for a more unbiased definition:- 

“Evangelism” – preaching of the gospel 

“Gospel” – etymology: “godpsel” (Old English: good 

news)* 

”Proselytism” – (from “proselyte”) – convert from one 

opinion, creed or party to another 

According to these definitions, “Evangelism” is a word 

with which the Orthodox should be entirely comfort-

able.  Is the gospel not to be preached?  Does not the 

Liturgy itself bid us to pray for “evangelists”?  How the 

preaching of the gospel is accomplished, however, is an 

entirely different matter and to this question we shall 

return shortly. 

As to “proselytism”; well, notwithstanding the habitual 

response of the Orthodox (“we don’t proselytise”), this 

also is a word with which we should have no problems. 

For example, regarding those whose “opinion, creed or 

party”  is  not  Orthodox Christian, should we  not  work  

*an exact translation from the Greek “evangelion” = good 

news (source: The Concise Oxford Dictionary). 

The “E” Word and the “P” Word 

Mission and Evangelism 
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for their salvation by prayer, faith and good works?  If we cannot agree on that then 

presumably there are some Orthodox who really don’t mind if others perish in heresy 

or unbelief.  Is that consistent with our faith in God who “desires that all men should 

be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth?” (1 Timothy 2:4).  At one time no 

Christian blinked at the idea that pagans should be proselytised or that those of any 

other faith or none should come to know Christ.  Has this changed?  If it has then the 

Church (the fullness of which is the Orthodox Church) has forsaken Christ’s Commis-

sion:- “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)  I cannot believe 

that we have forsaken that teaching, or at least, I hope not! 

What then is the difference between “evangelism” and “proselytism”? Personally I 

don’t think that there is much fundamental difference, except perhaps in that 

“evangelism” is a proclamation of the gospel and “proselytism” is a focussed com-

mending of that gospel to individuals and groups. We now turn to the question of 

HOW we Orthodox evangelise and proselytise. 

It is commonly quoted today in the Church whenever this issue is raised that St. Sera-

phim of Sarov’s teaching exclusively and only applies.  He said, you will recall:- 

“Acquire a peaceful spirit, and around you thousands will be saved."  Now, no one 

can disagree with this.  It must come first.  If we do not have the Holy Spirit, if we do 

not know Christ in all humility and gentleness, then we should keep our mouths firmly 

shut to all save our confessor before whom we should repent until we are cleansed and 

filled with the Holy Spirit.  However, to claim that all has been said when this teaching 

has been followed is just plain false.  A selfish spirituality in which we keep the knowl-

edge of God to ourselves and do not share it with others will soon corrupt itself from 

within as the heart becomes fearful, withdrawn and cold.  We should rather be like the 

Prophet Jeremiah: “Then I said, ’ I will not make mention of Him, nor speak anymore 

in His name but His word was in my heart like a burning fire shut up in my bones I 

was weary of holding it back, and I could not.’” (Jeremiah 20:9) 

The falsity of wordless evangelism is also exposed by the practice of the Church.  Aside 

from all the ancient Enlighteners whom we commemorate, in more recent times there 

have been many Orthodox evangelists who have been quite open about preaching the 

gospel to any who will hear in any environment.  Consider the New Martyr St. Kosmas 

the Aetolian, Equal-to-the-Apostles (1714 – 1779) who went about Greece preaching 

the gospel from village to village in the closing decades of the Ottoman Empire.  Met-

ropolitan Kallistos has called this saint the “John Wesley” of the Orthodox Church, (in 

fact John Wesley was his contemporary).  Or what about St. Nicholas of Japan (1836 – 

1912) whom God used to establish the Japanese Orthodox Church? St. Nicholas even 

sent out his Japanese missionaries in pairs to witness to Christ and taught neophytes 

in catechetical groups led and run by newly converted Japanese believers, (much  

again like the early Methodists with their “classes.”) Then more  recently  still  there  is 
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Announcements  

Ss. Columba & Kentigern Orthodox Church, Doncaster  

Invites you to join its pilgrimage to St. Mary's Church, Lastingham, North Yorkshire 

Saturday, 18th September 2010 

The Divine Liturgy will begin at 12 o'clock, noon time. 

Lunch can be at the Blacksmith’s Arms or other eating places in the area or you may 

bring a picnic. Clergy in communion with the Ecumenical Patriarch are invited to con-

celebrate the Divine Liturgy. Grateful thanks to the Vicar and Churchwardens for their 

kind hospitality. 

For more information please contact: Fr. Dennis Moffatt 

tel: 01709 894249, email: fr.dennis@moffatt.plus.com  

http://www.orthodoxdoncaster.co.uk/lastingham.html 

Transport will be by minibus, which will leave the church at about 9 o’clock If you are 

interested, please let Fr. Dennis now as soon as possible - a ‘bus can’t be ordered until 

we know how many people wish to go.  

Pilgrimage to Lastingham 

Iona Orthodox retreats 

PATRON: His Eminence, Archbishop Gregorios of Thyateira and Great Britain 

CHAIRMAN: His Excellency, Metropolitan Kallistos of Diokleia 

from Saturday 25th September to Saturday 2nd October 2010 

If you would like to stay this Autumn at the IONA ORTHODOX CENTRE ON THE 

SACRED ISLE OF IONA ...where the veil between Heaven and Earth grows very thin... 

to make a private retreat or an individual pilgrimage, or simply to enjoy the peace and 

tranquillity of Iona, and to become, for a week, part of a temporary Orthodox Commu-

nity on Iona, then please contact, a.s.a.p. (only 7 guest places available): 

Reader Ignatios Bacon, Email: ionaorthodox@gmail.com 

The temporary IONA ORTHODOX CENTRE will be located as before at CLA-

CHANACH - only 5 minutes from the Abbey and from St. Oran's Chapel, where Ortho-

dox worship will be served daily, this week. 

Colum Cille -St. Columba- came to Iona from his native Ireland about 563 A.D. From 

Iona Columba and his monks evangelised North Britain with Celtic Christianity.  

For more information please visit: www.iona-orthodox-retreats.org.uk 
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Basic principles and practice of Parish mission 

Let us identify the basic principles and practice of parish mission as refined by Father 

Daniel Sysoev.  These are as follows: 

1. Prayer.  Nothing is achieved without prayer.  There is no substitute for regular daily 

services and keeping the church doors open for all those who are drawn by God to his tem-

ple. 

2. Trained ministries.  The work of mission is not accomplished by the priest alone.  

The church needs to train greeters, catechists, missionaries, preachers and prayer leaders.  

Schools for such ministries need to be established. 

3. Active evangelism.  Missionary preachers, contact persons and befrienders need to go 

out and personally invite people to church on the basis of a simple presentation of the 

gospel.  Opportunities must be taken to reach out to those who come to church but only at 

major feasts. 

4. Comprehensive teaching.  Sermons at most services, Bible study groups, small dis-

cussion groups and publications need to cover all aspects of Christian faith and life.  These 

will be tailored to the differing needs of enquirers, catechumens and the faithful. 

5. Repentance and personal growth.  The Church’s ministry of confession and her 

ascetical disciplines need to be presented to the faithful in a practical and thoroughgoing 

manner such that they will learn how to acquire holiness. 

6. Social and personal life.  The church must care for all her members and this in-

cludes providing opportunities for them to get to know each other and develop close rela-

tionships in a social context. 

It seems to me that although situations in different cultures and nations vary, these 

principles of mission which lay at the heart of Father Daniel's life and ministry are 

universal. Only no. 3, “active evangelism” becomes difficult if not impossible in those 

societies that for religious or political reasons have become hostile to Christianity. In 

Russia and the West, at least for the moment, the Church has the freedom and the 

necessity of implementing this principle as well. Nonetheless, we must face the fact 

many of the faithful think, wrongly of course, that this is only what the sects and cults 

do. Anyone, however, who has the slightest historical knowledge of Orthodox mis-

sions, will know that evangelisation lies at the very heart of the Church's life. Any 

local church that has lost its heart and soul for mission is dysfunctional, disobedient 

to Christ (Matthew 28:19-20) and an occasion for great sorrow. We must not let the 

heterodox, who copy our own historic methods, undermine our missionary zeal from 

within.  

Fr. Gregory 

For the full article please visit: http://www.pravmir.com/article_1065.html 
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Nouns and Verbs 

Matthew 7:21, “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the king-

dom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven”. 

Matthew 20:1-16, The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard 

 

Proper Nouns of holy faith possess a piety: 

Bell and Bible, Church and Chalice, Lance and Liturgy; 

But holier the Verbs; to love, to save, to bless, to pray, 

To feed the hungry, clothe the poor, follow and obey. 

 

Working in God’s Vineyard some sweat in the heat of day 

But all receive the same reward, all have equal pay. 

 O happy servants pruned and fruitful whom His kingdom gain, 

Rejoicing in the Son shine and singing in the Reign. 

 

 “A small but always persistent discipline is a great force; for a soft drop falling 

persistently, hollows out hard rock.” St Isaac the Syrian. 

JAH, 17.6.2009, Glory to God 

Hieromonk Cosmas, Apostle to Zaire (from Gregoriou Monastery on the Holy Moun-

tain: 1942 - 1989).  He exemplifies the long term nature of our commitments and cen-

tredness on God when it comes to evangelisation.  I close with a quotation from this 

modern day Orthodox evangelist for it neatly summarises our Orthodox way of doing 

things:- 

“The missionary is free and when he is open to the grace of God, the Holy Spirit will 

speak riches in his heart and indicate to him what to do, gradually and in correspon-

dence to the development of the work. Let us leave room for prayer to act without 

rushing the situation with narrow logic, absolute measures or the assessments of 

critics at each stage." 

So we should not be embarrassed or dismissive about either the “E” word” or the “P” 

Word.  There are ample precedents for the Orthodox engaging in both evangelism and 

proselytism.  Let us just make sure though that we really are doing it in the Orthodox 

Way! 

Archpriest Gregory Hallam 

Dean 
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A solid foundation for Evangelism 

St Paul admonishes Timothy (1:4:16) to “Take heed unto thyself and unto the doc-

trine; continue in them; for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that 

hear thee.” 

Although I believe in the calling, equipping and guidance of the indwelling Triune 

Godhead within us as Priests, I also recognise my extreme limitations in bringing all 

the faithful in our parish and mission churches to the place where they can function 

within the Body of Christ and bear fruit in the areas of their lives whereunto God has 

called them. One of these callings to which all Christians have been called, albeit in 

different areas and levels, is in mission and evangelism. 

Since I lack in certain areas of the gifts of the Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Pastor and 

Teacher, which Christ has given to the Church “for the perfecting of the saints, for the 

working of the ministry [also evangelism], for the edifying of the Church,” we had to 

take a decision in our parish on how to expose ourselves to a multiplicity of gifts over 

and above only that of our local clergy to equip all of us. We must remember that the 

Evangelist is a gift to the Body of Christ so that the whole of the Church –every mem-

ber– can be taught to do the work of the ministry; and that includes mission and 

evangelism. We are all personally and collectively called for this task. The gifts that 

Christ bestowed on the church, including the Evangelist are to equip us to “be” the 

Body of Christ, a living ontological being with Christ as the head and to proclaim the 

gospel of the Kingdom of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today, people are able to avail themselves of many more Orthodox educational pro-

grammes. Since we have started here in Ireland, we have made use of the St 

Stephen’s Diploma (or Masters) in Applied Orthodox Theology. To date four from our 

parish have completed the 3-year course, three are in their final year and eight have 

completed  their  first  or  second  year.  They  have  been  exposed to over twenty-five 

Our Mission and Evangelist 

team are not only men in 

black with beards... Here 

are Carmel, Kh Genevieve 

and Julia in class at The 

Antiochian Village during 

residency. Between them 

they have had eight years 

of Applied Orthodox Theol-

ogy studies. 
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'Do you mind me asking, what are you?' So said the young woman in the shop. I did 

my best to briefly reveal Orthodoxy to her. It didn't end up looking like her Road to 

Damascus; but it did leave her thinking, and I thought that her thanks were sincere. 

'All the great wars of history are caused by religion!' We were trapped on a plane, so I 

couldn't ignore the remark. I pointed out that as far as I could remember from my 

childhood, when we were crouching in an air-raid shelter being bombed by Adolf 

Hitler, and the people in Russia were suffering even more; Hitler was not a devout 

Bavarian Catholic, and Stalin was not a lifetime enthusiast for Orthodoxy. I didn't go 

on with the argument, but I'm pretty sure that that guy stopped mouthing the clichés 

he had been taught by the media, and started to think for himself. 

'My parents are Jehovah's witnesses', said the lad changing my tyres, what do you 

believe?' Again, I had to be brief, but unless I entirely misjudged the effect of my re-

ply, that young man will not see Orthodoxy as a Bible thumping, legalistic creed. 

I could go on with many other examples of where I have been given the opportunity 

to be a missionary for our Faith; and they all cost nothing. No adverts in newspapers, 

no alpha course events, no appearances on local TV,  no committees, strategies, or 

mission statements. Just one simple thing; I wear my black antiri and cross in public. 

And our laity? What can they do? Well, making the sign of the cross before eating a 

meal in public could be a start; especially at those smart social occasions with scepti-

cal friends. 

Doing such things can sometimes require a social courage which we do not always 

have, and we remember how Peter's denial of his Saviour brings tears to our eyes 

when the Gospel is read during Holy Week. But are there no occasions when we can 

try? 

Father Michael Harry 

extremely highly qualified Professors and Lecturers. These precious parishioners, 

being equipped for ministry, are playing a vital role in assisting Fr Paul and me to do 

the work of the ministry; especially through mission and evangelism as well as teach-

ing and catechism.   

Fr Irenaeus  

Another Kind of Mission 


