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FAMILY CAMP 

2009 

Friday 21st - Monday 

24th August 

Cefn Lea Park, Dolfor, 

Newtown, Powys 

 

(These events are 

organised by or 

connected with the 

Orthdox Fellowship of  

St John the Baptist) 

http://www.ofsjb.org/ 

OBITUARY 

Protopresbyter Alban Barter was one of the 

great pioneers of Orthodoxy in this country. He was 

quitessentially British which was so reassuring to 

those seeking a move into Orthodoxy. Personally I 

found him approachable, dignified and a 

tremendous ambassador for the naturalness of 

Orthodoxy within our own culture.He was one the 

founders of the Pilgrimage to St Winifrede’s Well 

Holywell with Archimandrite Barnabas which 

proved to be a great pan-Orthodox event when 

jurisdictions moved very much more in their own 

circles.  His contribution to the revival of Orthodoxy 

in this country is immeasurable and many souls have 

benefitted from his pastoral care and gentle wisdom. 

May His memory be eternal!    (Fr.  Jonathan) 

Why is this my last free edition of "cornerstone?" 

Each paper copy of “Cornerstone” costs about £1 to produce.  We have 

now reached the point in our distribution that as many people are taking 

free copies off the Deanery web site and by email as are receiving their 

issue by post.  With a much more modest circulation in hard copy we 

cannot justify keeping “Cornerstone” free and must now recoup our costs. 

This issue, therefore, will be the last free edition.  In future if you want a 

copy by  post you will have to pay £5 for an annual 4 issue subscription 

(UK), £6 EU and £8 NONE-EU.  Of course, the online and emailed 

versions will continue to be free. 

If you want to continue receiving this newsletter by post, please send your 

payment in accordance with the instructions in the insert to this issue. 

Editor 
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Great and Holy Week is the liturgical period which 
brings us into the life of the Lord Jesus, who 
approaches the Passion and undergoes the cross and 
death for our sake, then rises glorious and 
triumphantly, trampling down death. The rites and 
prayers of Great Week represent for us the events of the 
Passion of the Lord Jesus, and bring us into the 
sacrament of the Cross and the Resurrection. 
 
On Palm Sunday, we see the Lord Jesus entering 
Jerusalem, riding on a donkey. The Gospel says: When 
the Lord mounted the donkey and entered Jerusalem 
with the apostles were around Him, the crowds and the 
children welcomed Him with joy, and they carried palm 
branches as the welcome for conquerors. On this day 
we sing:  
 
“O Christ God, When Thou raised Lazarus from the 
dead before Thy passion, Thou didst confirm the 
universal resurrection; therefore like the children, 
(and we apply here the theological meaning) we bear 
the symbols of victory and triumph, crying out to 
Thee, O Conqueror of Death, Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord!”  
 

Our Journey with Christ 

Approaching the Passion during 
Great Week in the Byzantine 

Orthodox Rite 

by His Eminence, Archbishop and 

Metropolitan John Yazigi 

We publish here this an 
inspiring commentary 
on the services of Great 

and Holy Week and 
Pascha by our bishop, 

Metropolitan John 

NOTE! 

YOUR LAST 
FREE 

ISSUE! 

SEE 
INSERT & 

BACK 
PAGE 
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The crowds and the children welcomed Him with 
hymns and palm branches because the victorious in war 
were welcomed in that manner, and they were 
foretelling thereby that He whom they welcome is the 
King who will be victorious on the day of the 
Resurrection and who will be triumphant. This is a 
revelation in advance of the victory and triumph of 
Christ. 
 
On Sunday evening we perform the Bridegroom Prayer 
and we call it the Bridegroom Prayer in reference to the 
hymn: 
 
“Behold, the Bridegroom cometh in the middle of the 
night, and blessed is the servant whom He shall find 
watching; and unworthy is he whom He shall find 
heedless. Beware, therefore, O my soul, lest thou be 
overcome with sleep, lest thou be given up to death, 
and be shut out from the Kingdom. But rather rouse 
thyself and cry: Holy, Holy, Holy art Thou, O God, 
through the Theotokos and all the saints have mercy 
on us.”  
 
On Monday the Church commemorates the blessed 
Joseph, about whom we know that in ancient times he 
was sold by his brothers into Egypt, and there became a 
governor and was charitable to the brothers who had 
sold him. The wife of the king wanted to seduce him, 
but he did not agree, tore off his shirt and fled, in order 
to preserve his chastity. We also commemorate the fig 
tree which the Lord cursed because it bore no fruit. 
Thus from the beginning of Passion Week we 
remember the commandment of the Lord that we be 
arrayed in chastity and virtue so that we are ranked on 
the right-hand side and not the left, and that we be 
fruitful branches on the tree of life and not branches on 
which there are no fruit. 
 
On Tuesday we commemorate the foolish and the wise 
virgins. By means of this parable the Lord calls upon us 
to be like the wise virgins, always ready to welcome the 
bridegroom, the true groom, with good works and 
arrayed with watchfulness and vigilance. 
 
On Wednesday, we commemorate the harlot who 
anointed the feet of the Lord with ointment in the 
house of Simon the Leper before the Passover. This 
woman broke a jar of perfume and poured the perfume 
over the head and feet of the Lord. Some people 
complained because this perfume was very expensive, 
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The Silence of God 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Thou hast given thyself for redemption: 

Soul for soul, Body for body, and Blood for blood, 

Man for man, and Death for death. 

O strange and unspeakable mystery: 

The Judge was judged; 

He who loosed the bound was bound; 

He who created the world was fixed with nails; 

He who measures heaven and earth was measured; 

He who gives creatures life died; 

He who raises the dead was buried. 

What is this new Creation? 

The Judge is judged and is silent; 

The Invisible is seen on the Cross and is not ashamed; 

The Infinite is contained and does not complain; 

The Impassible suffers and does not seek vengeance; 

The Immortal dies and says nothing; 

The King of heaven is buried and endures it. 

What is this strange Mystery?         

 

St. Melito of Sardis 

FORTHCOMING 

EVENTS 

More details here:- 

http://www.ofsjb.org/

future.htm 

5th ANNUAL 

YOUTH FESTIVAL  

"Personhood: Living 

Orthodoxy in the Modern 

World" 

for 18-35 year olds 

Friday 1st - Monday 4th 

May 2009 

 

Association of Orthodox 

Christian 

Psychotherapists 

THE GROUND OF 

OUR BEING: A 

STUDY OF HIDDEN 

CONSCIOUSNESS 

All Saints Pastoral Centre, 

London Colney, near St. 

Albans, 

Thursday 9th July to 

Friday 10th July 2009 

 

"CREATION AND 

EVOLUTION” 

AN ORTHODOX 

APROACH 

All Saints Pastoral Centre, 

London Colney, near St. 

Albans, Friday 10th July 

to Sunday 12th July 
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"Counting the Cost” 

Fr. Jonathan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The little boy asked the man,” Why are you counting stars?” 

“Because no-one else has done it, I started long ago with Mars.” 

“But what’s the purpose of your exercise?” the little boy enquired. 

“I own them all!” the man exclaimed, “I’ll stop when I’ve retired. 

“I’ve counted over five million, the sum of twenty years; 

I count them silently each day so no-one ever hears.” 

“They are not yours the boy replied, they all belong to God.” 

But the man continued counting stars, pointing at them with a nod. 

There are many who like this astronomic man, reap what they have not sown 

Who count that which is not theirs and claim it for their own. 

The exercise of counting cash has equal futility, 

After all you cannot take it with you into eternity. 

Far better spend your money wisely than buy expensive cars 

What a cost for those who ignore heaven and keep on counting stars! 

 

“ Pride is darkness, but humility is light.” 

St. Tikhon of Zadonsk, Journey to Heaven. 
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and they said that it would be better for it to have been 
sold and the price given to the poor. Thereupon the 
Lord told them to leave her alone, because “the poor are 
always with you, but I shall not always be with you, she 
did this for the sake of preparing me for the grave.” 
Thus we commemorate this woman who poured 
perfume on the head and feet of the Lord on this day, 
and also on which Judas conspired with the Jews to 
hand over the Lord, agreeing with them that they would 
give him thirty pieces of silver as the price for delivering 
Him to them. 
 
After this we reach the climax of Passion Week, Great 
Thursday, when we proceed to commemorate: 
 
1. The washing of feet, that is when the Lord washed 

the feet of His disciples. 
2. The Last Supper, that is when the Lord Jesus ate 

the Passover meal with His disciples, and 
established the sacrament of the Eucharist (“Take, 
eat and drink of it, all of you”, and “This you have 
done in commemoration of Me.”) 

3. The prayer of the Lord Jesus in Gethsemane (“O 
Father, take this cup from Me”, and His direction 
to His disciples that they stay awake and pray). 

4. The handing over, where Judas comes, with the 
police and a large group of the Jews in order to 
arrest the Lord and deliver Him for trial. Judas 
gave them the sign: “The one whom I kiss is He.” 
He kisses the Lord, and the Lord says to him: “Is it 
with a kiss that you hand over the Teacher?” 

Thus on Thursday evening we perform the Passion 
Service (the Cross), where we commemorate the 
crucifixion of the Lord Jesus. We would mention here 
the well-known hymn:  
 
“Today is hung upon the Tree, He Who hung the land 
upon the waters. A crown of thorns is placed upon 
Him the head of the King of Angels. Wrapped about 
with the purple of mockery is He Who wrapped the 
Heavens with clouds. He received buffetings Who freed 
Adam in Paradise. He was transfixed with nails Who 
is the Bridegroom of the Church. He was pierced with 
a spear Who is the Son of the Virgin. We worship Thy 
Passion, O Christ. Show unto us thy glorious 
Resurrection.”  
 
It is worthy of mention here that we use the word 
“today”, despite the fact that the crucifixion happened 



 

4 

two thousand years ago in history, and 
that the feast of the Passover is 
changeable and not fixed, and now we 
say: “Today He is hung!” The liturgy 
transcends time and place, which truly 
brings the event before our eyes. We 
are carried through time, and brought 
into the events of the redeeming cross, 
so that henceforth it does not remain 
merely a symbol or a story in history, 
but a redeeming sacrament which 
bestows life upon us. 
 
Christ, who was crucified on Thursday 
evening, is taken down from the cross 
on Friday morning, so we hold the 
funeral and burial service on Friday 
evening. Joseph of Arimathea went to 
Pilate and requested the body of the 
Lord from him. Joseph went with the 
women and they took Lord Jesus down 
from the cross, wrapped him in linen 
and placed him in a new tomb. This 
what we do on Friday morning where 
we take Christ down from the cross, 
and then in the evening we perform the 
funeral service of the Lord, and 
therefore we sing on Friday morning:  
 
“O He who is clothed with light like a 
garment, when Joseph with 
Nicodemus took you down from the 
tree, and saw you dead, naked and 
unburied, he began to weep and 
lament, saying, „Great is my sorrow, O 
sweet Jesus!‟ A little while and the sun 
saw you hanging on the cross it was 
clothed in darkness, the earth quaked 
in fear and the curtain of the temple 
was torn asunder, but behold, I now 
see you as accepting death for my 
sake. How, O my God, shall I prepare 
you for burial? With what type of 
shroud shall I wrap you? With what 
hands shall I touch your pure body? 
With what laments shall I sing for 
your burial? ...” 
 
The Lord who had borne the cross and 
burial descended to Hades to release 

those who were there, and therefore 
Saturday is called “Great Saturday” 
and “Saturday of Light” due to the 
descent of the Lord into Hades. Since 
all this is linked to the resurrection 
so we scatter bay leaves in the church 
in the service of the Divine Liturgy of 
St Basil the Great before the reading 
of the gospel, as a sign of triumph, 
and we sing: “Arise O Lord and judge 
the earth, for you shall have an 
inheritance among the nations.” 
 
Christ, Who suffered for our sake, 
breaks down the gates of Hades and 
arises triumphant. This is what the 
Lord shows us on Sunday, and 
therefore we shout aloud: “Christ is 
risen!”. One person calls to another 
“Christ is risen!” and he replies “He 
is risen indeed!”. This is the victory 
after that long bitterness. Christ 
obeyed God the Father unto death, 
death on the cross, and He raised 
Him on the third day, and revealed 
Him life and resurrection for us. 
These rites are nothing but our 
participation in this sacrament. It is 
the sacrament of the Lord Jesus Who 
was hung upon the cross, but 
trampled down death and arose 
victorious to open the gates of 
paradise to us once again. This 
sacrament was performed once in 
history, but we live it in the liturgy, 
and especially in Great Week, in our 
hearts when we accompany the Lord 
on His way to the Passion and the 
Cross, and we see Him triumphant 
and victorious, and therefore we sing 
on the day of Pascha (as on every 
Sunday throughout the year):  
 
“Since we have seen the resurrection 
of Christ, let us worship the most 
Holy Lord Jesus who is alone 
without sin, We bow to your Cross, 
O Christ, and we praise and glorify 
your holy resurrection.”  
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His Eminence Metropolitan John continued his visitation of the parishes and 

missions of the United Kingdom and Ireland in the new year and one of his stays was 

in Manchester with the community of St. Aidan of Lindisfarne.   

 

Here one may see his ordination to the subdiaconate of Mr. Peter Bateman (centre) 

having just tonsured Benedict Broomhead as a Reader (far right).  On the left of the 

Archbishop is Fr. Deacon Romanos and on the right, the parish priest, Fr. Gregory 

Hallam.  Behind the small table in the choir is Mr. Alexander Rast. 

 

The Archbishop met the Parish Council in informal session on Saturday evening after 

Great Vespers.  A hierarchical Liturgy was served on Sunday 15th February and 

particularly inspiring by common consent of the community was Sayedna John’s 

sermon on the Prodigal Son. 

Metropolitan John: Visitations 

MANCHESTER  (St. Aidan) 


